How to Make Your
First $1,000 as a

Freelance Writer

With AWAI's Rebecca Matter and Pam Foster
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Goals for today

e The SIK milestone — what it means

e 5 easy projects to offer clients NOW

e How to present and get a YES

e 3 tips to make this happen quickly

e How to build from that first S1K

AWAIL







Once you earn your first $1K as a writer

It changes everything!

* This is REAL
* You ARE good enough
* You CAN do this!




Once you earn your first $1K as a writer

It changes everything!

* Writing sample

» Testimonial

» Potential referrals
« Momentum

« CONFIDENCE




~ 3ideal projects
to hit that first $1,000




What makes them ideal?

* You can learn them fast
* YOou know what they are
* Clients need/value

* Fast turnaround

* Low risk for all







Blog post or article

High demand from marketers

* Publishing daily gets 57% better results
than publishing multiple times/week

» Blogging for marketing purposes see 13
times the ROI of other businesses

« Most popular types: “how-to” (77%],
followed by listicles (57%)]

» 38% of bloggers say a big challenge is
creating quality content consistently

www.semrush.com/blog/blogging-stats/




Blog post or article

Solid fees per post

» $250-$400 for posts <1,000 words
» $500+ for longer posts

 Retainers rule! 4 posts/month
@250/post = $1,000/month

 Even more for editorial calendar
« Get to your first $1K in a few posts!




Blog post or article

Easy to write!

» 5-part classic formula
* Intriguing/helpful/unique headline
* Introduction paragraph(s]
 Steps or lists that are helpful, beneficial
» Summary/conclusion that inspires
« CTA (call to action]: what to do next

* Bonus: 2+ images supporting content




Blog post or article

How to start NOW

* [dentify your target audience

* Make a list of the questions or
problems they have

» Create a list of blog headlines

» “Hey potential client, which of these 5
ideas would you like me to write first?”

** Blogs are used for marketing B2C and
B2B companies!




Blog post or article

AWAI Resources

* Inside AWAI: 3 Ways to Make Money as a
Blogger www.awai.com/inside-awai/3-ways-to-
make-money-blogging-as-a-writer/

* How to Write Blogs for Yourself and Clients
https://www.awai.com/p/is/blg/



https://www.awai.com/p/is/blg/




E-newsletters

High demand from marketers

« Marketers use (mainly] e-news to
share tips, new, specials, etc. to
prospects and customers

» 81% of B2B marketers say it’s their
most used form of content marketing

* The best newsletters share helpful,
useful content with a little promotion

blog.hubspot.com/marketing/email-marketing-stats




E-newsletters

Decent pay perissue

« Format: everything in the issue $800+

* Format: short teasers that link to longer
articles $1,000++

» Retainers rule! Typically published each
week or month, so easily $1,000/month

 Even more for editorial calendar
« Get to your first S1K with one issue!

blog.hubspot.com/marketing/email-marketing-stats




E-newsletters

Easy to write!

e Basic formula, consistent w/each issue

* Insights, interviews, profiles and/or
breaking news mixed with practical tips,
reminders, invitations

* A mix of short/longer topics
« Soft promo(s), special “insider” incentives
* CTA [call to action): what to do next

e Bonus: images supporting content




E-newsletters

How to start NOW

 Sign up for newsletters!
* Don't toss the issues you already get
» Study their formats, styles, content

* Approach companies you like, who
send newsletters: “Struggling to come
up with newsletter content? | have
several ideas based on questions,
experiences in your industry, etc....”




E-newsletters

AWAI Resources

e Article: www.awai.com/2017/02/email-
newsletter-clients-never-run-out-of-content/

* Program: Creating Email Newsletters for
Professional Service Firms

www.awai.com/b2b/newsletters/p/



http://www.awai.com/2017/02/email-newsletter-clients-never-run-out-of-content/
https://www.awai.com/b2b/newsletters/p/




Simple video scripts

High demand from marketers

» 89% marketers say video = good RO

» 83% marketers say video helps with
lead generation

» 87% marketers say video has
increased traffic to their website

» 80% marketers say video has directly
helped increase sales

optinmonster.com/video-marketing-statistics-what-you-must-know/




Simple video scripts

What do we mean by simple script?

* Interviews (for case studies]
 Short (60-sec) animated “explainers”
» Short “How-to” steps or demos

» Opportunities to help people see and
feel what's happening




Simple video scripts

Decent pay per script

« S100-S200 per minute

 10% of production budget
(S1,000/minute]




Simple video scripts

Easy to write!

» Testimonial video: prepare
guestions around their story; to
say what client hopes

* Include a shot list/recipe for
what should be shown (for
Instance, a customer enjoying
the product!]

» Use real language, how

people talk 'AWAI




Simple video scripts

How to start NOW

» \Watch company videos in your
niche, see what they're doing

* GO to potential clients with a
list of videos you found —
suggest they do the same

* VVideo production companies
can do anything ... except write
scripts! ©




- How to present to
clients and get a “YES!”



Get the “Yes!”

» Keep the first project simple

* Make it easy to say yes by
presenting the actual idea or topic

» Show what the competition’s doing

» Local business? Explain how video
will make them a LOCAL standout

* Team up with a video producer,
offering a “full service” duo







“Justdo it!” — Nike

* Set up retainers

* Ask, “What else do you need
nelp with?”

* Post samples on your site
» Reach out to other prospects
* Announce on LinkedIn

 Tell everyone you know what
you offer!







How to find those first few clients

Anyone you know may need you or refer you!

» Colleagues/former co-workers

* Family, friends in marketing or own a business
» Local businesses you buy from

» College classmates/still friends

 LinkedIn contacts, Facebook connections

* Church, school, clubs, HOA, civic activities, etc.

AWAI




Resources for reaching out

www.awai.com/inside-awai/ www.awai.com/content/



http://www.awai.com/inside-awai/
http://www.awai.com/content/




